International golf champion Ernie Els returned to Hoakalei in February to
check on the progress of his first signature golf course in Hawaii. Els and his
design team spent several hours walking the course, stopping to hit a few balls
at each hole to check placement of the tees and bunkers.

"Things are shaping up quite nicely," he said. "Every aspect of it has been
designed to strategically fit the natural terrain and the team is doing a superb
job of it." Els” 18-hole championship golf course will be nearly 7,400 yards
long, making it the longest course on Oahu.

Els explained that grading of the west nine has been completed, and that
the course may have the largest number of water features of any course on
Oahu. "In fact," he said, "the nearly 8-acre lazy river lake between holes 18
and 8 may be the largest on the island.”

Grassing on the west nine is scheduled to begin this summer. This will
be the first golf course on Oahu to use Seadwarfl® seashore paspalum
turfgrass, which Els said is one of the most sought-after turfgrasses in
the sports turf industry.

"This is a fine-textured, warm-season turfgrass particularly suited for use
from tee to green on golf courses and sports fields." said Els. "It has a tighter
knit and delivers faster green speeds than other varieties of this type of grass.”

What makes this grass especially attractive to Els and the Hoakalei team

Keone‘ula Elementary Opens Its Doors

The chatter of excited voices grew louder and louder as the children of
Keone'ula filed into the cafeteria. This was no ordinary first day of the
semester - the brisk January morning marked their first day of learning
at the brand new campus in Ocean Pointe. Among the first lessons - the
meaning of their school’s name.

“Keone‘ula means red sand.” explained Kupuna Arline Eaton, who
named the school. *The sand represents you, boys and girls. Imagine, it
took hundreds, maybe thousands of years for the natural polishing of the
rocks and coral [to create the sand] ... and of course there will be hundreds,
maybe thousands of boys and girls like you who will come to Keone*ula
School over the years and it will be the kumu, the teachers, wlm will do
the polishing, nmlum_ you look good. How? By teaching you.”

All 476 children were treated to ice cream at the end of the assembly,
then taken on a tour of the new campus.

Members of the community were invited to do the same on January 20.
Keone*ula hosted a Visitation Day to give families, neighbors and the
simply curious an opportunity to walk the grounds. check out the class-
rooms and see the science labs for themselves,

Staff sold snacks, sodas, hot dogs and ice pops as a fundraiser to the
throngs of people who took advantage of the open house event.

Haseko hired special-duty officers to help keiki get to school safely the
first week while City crews worked to activate the traffic signal.
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